A BEIEF BISPORY OF THE WAYHRE CBHTIR CEMETERY.
by Paul B, Phiilips.

The firat burdisl in the Weyne Genter Ceusetery {officiully krown in
the County Rescorde sa "The Wayne LaMChﬁfE”} waf that of Joel Blank who
dled in Jammary 1840 at the wsge of 22 yeurs wnd was buried in whet ie
vow Elogk 1, Lot B. At thet dste title to the lund whers the cenetery
ig loomted wae still in the government, ﬁut it is yrabmblr thet larons
G. Wheeler wee thes living on the lund - possibly he was homestending ©t.
This was the only burial ecrior to the iEEuLMu: 0T {he Goverii st patent

i Felrnary 6, 1847 *ha govermnent trened & Petent for the Lind
T ond LT? eameJﬁz to Varous G. Wheeler. Usreus 3. Whﬁ&
gn years leter, JH Dacemnbar “L. L850, pnd ry G, YWheele
i

voLitd B
died pev
. T 3u

13 wers ﬂﬂ“ﬁlhtﬁﬂ hig LZduinistretors hy the County Court

Then agetl et Haﬁﬁfﬂlilﬁ» In the meentime, wocording to the insoes it
an the tomh- “iopby now ip the cemelery, the total raober of Luriels
bies

dnring bis lifetime to fourteen (14}, Hothing is on record in
mecerds Lo ghow thet he ever lsgned ary deeds to ithe burisl lotes.

A% the clowing of hils estute his widow, Fary 5. Yheelar, becoms
gole owner of the gematery. She continmed to own 1 i’
A08T ithree yeers sefter her huebsand’s daath. PFat dnri
stat nis contained in the @

t

her ahort
sds whiceh she

&
ag appesrs from the statenm wd
d, she 1laid out & rlat of the semetery undar the tle of "Ths
yne Cf»%t&r““g which wee never recorded., Thei unrecorded lel ia very
tiwely i¥ existexce, buu the writer bhar been unsbhle to £ind where 1t is.
Trom the losatioms of the cewstery mopuments nnd the graves of that early
seriod 1% ig apparent that st lemst in u genersl way the unrecorded pint
a@mfarupﬁ to the plat that was usde on & vepurvay gons twenty yesrs later
snd regorded. However, there sre sope i 1nQUnQLQuenL1u which will
ba b‘iaf v described lster.

e

Along in the latter months of ¥res. Wheeler's mewrship, she i &
wumber of desds which were recorded, =11 of them datsd in HJeptemher
fh. Her Tiret deed was izgued to ﬁkarles Halth for Tot 4 in Bloek 1,
was deted September 3, 18853 and recorded Hovember 1, of the Bane
¥, Within the somne month of Septenter she imened in all slzteen
{10} Werranty Dewds for cemebe gry lote which were recorded st various
iﬁt@rv»ia from 1853 to 1855. How many other deeds Tor ceustis sry lote
: snad, of eourse, we 490 not kneow, Dur*ng her ownership ihe nunber
of LI‘l&Lﬁ inereaged by about iwelve, muking o total of twenty-giz {£6).

7 . . i
The c¢onsiderations expreszed in sll her deeds wag either $Z. or 2B,
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Un Bovember 22, 18F3 Hrsa. Mary G. Wheeler doedsd the cemetery with
gurrounding land ta Dmﬂiwm Pratt, the gy&nﬁfﬁhueﬁ of our Mre. Clers

Pratt {E%J¢) Donton. The writer knowe nothing of the history of Uary G.

Theeler, beyond whet ie smtsted here, except Thet on Blook 3, Lot 12 i=
g nervaent wnlgL rerds -~ "Dgowr B. - Bon of M. 3. snd M, . Whanley,
dled August 135, 1848, age 10 vyears, 7 mﬁnwmm““ ghowlng thet dnring hex
husbend s life+1m~ thg logt this ten year old zon.

o3

Taniael gratt held title to the Cemstery frow Hovember nn, LBEE
until June 2, 1873, when he dezded the camatery to hig son, Williawm O.
Prett, owr HMrg. Dunton's father. Ouly Five of the deeds toaued by
Denlel att bave been recorded, elthonsh, st the time he deeded +to

Fr
big gon the total number of buwrisls had risen to about 100, snd eome



65 or 70 hurisl lots were &thzvnflg go0ld, inelading thosge g80l4 by the
Yheelers, All of Daniel Prati’s deeds were basad the unrecorded plat
o Hary G. Wheeler above referrad to and the gonsiderutions sxpressed in

i

the deeds continned to be steied =t 07, and &5,

3

Willism 0. Pratt, in December 1877, which was four vears sfier h
apguirsd the property from his father end 37 veare after the firs: mnrisl
within the tract thet we know smyihing obont, ganvaﬁ o re-gurvey snd rew
vlatting of the Cemelery under the title of The “avne Censtery, to bhe
ande by the surveyor, J. G. Vallatta, wnd this ;;&F wag filed for record

o the County Recorder’s office on FPebruary 8, 187 ug sfter which 81l Adesds
g gowatter of course referrsd to the recorded pla
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A4t thiz polint 1t i Ee't to otserve that the iy
zoly enough, does nob harmenize with pome of the con

glran i e
groand 1tself that then existsd. Por exsmple, running nort’ s
centar of the "Bentlyy Block™ shown on the plat, ig & 7 foot

siley which lies between Bloolh I11 on the west wnd 2loek IV 01

1 P

ricer 1o the re-survey of 1877 there wers burisd squarsiy within this
sel one man =2nd 2 ¢hildren as followm:
John Uaskey, died Fah., 7, 1867, age 50
Charloite, daughtier of 4, M. znd John
Oekew, died JLme e, 1866, are 14.
’ﬁith .L'.Eu du”ﬂh of Ja 7 :?.111!‘1 W. A
Doyle, died %eptpmber 25, 1B864.
The monunments merking these graves in whatl was afterward vlatted as &
Streeh and whereon ig recorded the fachs concerning the names snd dstes
af &e&%ha of these persons, are of very old apyearsnce and in sll probe
sbiiliy axisted there when the re-survey wes medo. The writsr does noi
anderstend how this znd other ﬁlightly tass glaring contredictions be-

|
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tween the ground as 11 then wes and as it was misrepresented on the vlet
were allowed to happen. It ghould be zdded here ithat the sagt gide of
the gemetery, embraced in Blooi VIIZ, was not then in use znd is come
paratively, 1f not altogether, fres from the defects mentioned in the
older part, '

Cnly three desds issued by William 0. E»ytt were recorded, and the
songideration exyresssd in sach of tham wag 7. Mr. Pratt wOﬁtlnuﬂﬂ to
swn the unpoeld portion of the cemetery for ahout 16 years, during which
vericd some 48 buriale took pluce here, bringing the totsl of durisls
in 1884 Lo sabout 1408,

During all of thege yenrs ths
senstsry ag 4 whole. On June 2,
Centar met et the home of William
thy parpoze of considering soms way
"Wayne Cemetesry’ from the decev and

The nine presg ant &% the aoeting were

H., Wrightson, I, C. Plokering.
saron Blank end !

v % B 2 A VI P
Filliem T PRillips. These nins
charter for the Wawme Center (e EuﬁT"'ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁi&ﬁiGﬂ,
them by the uuareturv of Stete of Tilinoels on June 8, 18%4.
of the sane yeasr W. 0. Pretdy and wife desded all of uhb unr@lﬂ 0o
of the Wayae Cemetery to the new Zssoeiation which hes sdministers
ite nffairs since lhhi dut
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JmeJW0d1&k%¢ parait i
have been talen to bring the cemete
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Lled ageount here of the gteps thaet
ry into its prement shape. The Tirst



sten talkon wag te dbulld o fence arcund the ceaneterv. Then Tollowed
?v’antnm of traess, stralghtening of tombstonen, ein., etc. The Tiret
ehor was performed by the Dirsctors themselves, One year a[‘c orgunis-
ng Hr. Jomns G. Blenk wos apvointed Superintendent of the grounds.

=z gerved for thirteen years and wae succseded by I. C. P?ﬂ‘rrinﬁ vho
served from 1908 to 1912 and in turn was succeeded by Mr. V. 0. Prott.
nodJune L4, 1984 Mr. Prett was succesded by our present Superintendent,
e, Aupust Fetersdor’s.
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Um dune 19, 1919 the Hlgin Chapbter of ithe Duughters of the rmserican
olution unvaeiled the bowlder momuesnt , which ﬁuaﬁﬂﬁ in the south-
':tarly portion of this cemetery, as & memorial to the sgoldiesrs in the
Bieokhewk War in 1832 who were buried in their blamkets on the benk of
The Du Page River a 1litile to the sast of this censbexry.

O June 23, 1926 M¥r. C. L. Jlausen of Chicszo, whe with hig 1
are interested in_th burlz Allen Hill lot in the nort »waﬂtﬁfly purtiom
of our gemetery, completsd a survey of the easterly seciicn of 11
ceaetery known sg Bloek 8, and ceunsed the ssoe 1o be staled or* WLih
iron murkers svound the aurging of the hlogk,
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Almoat frow the start of the administration of this vemetery by the
ﬁugnﬁ sentver Cemetery associetion, diligent efforts were mude 1o a2steblish
) rdowment Toand, known sx ths Perasnent Cere Fund, from the 1ntmrw“1
:ich the cemstery might be perystuslly cured Tor. Various ways er
were ased, gush ag Yendowaente” of singls lots, zifte, ueques;g
3f new lots, ste. The Fund grew slowly until in 1988 it o nonr
yaething like $900. During the foliowing veur, largely t Poa
toof W, T. “n1L1 ipe, the fund wae incressed to sbont
und bheguests have been dded pinee then until the Tr@uaur&r
@ﬂ op lmy 31, 1923 ths Permansnt Lare Pund invested smounted T

The last of the originsl ingorporestorg of this aceogiation hesg uow
Ew?t these sarthly scenes and it ig fliting that we, 1helr c¢hildren,
should pregerve & narrative of thet on which they hﬂiiuﬁﬁﬁ £0 mach
lﬁvinq labor.

t remsinsg here but to »dd n statisticel statement of the buriasls
in t : reasterys There iz an indefinite mumber of unumarked bhurisls
in this 0ld cemetery aboul whioh we have no records, and such are nod
c@wnteﬁ, The mumber is not very learge. But on the bagis of the in-
suriptions on the towb-stones we kmow that at this date the fotal
aumbsr of burlsels here niw nunber sbout 200, Counting them be decades
wa hava: ~
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Dagade depinning 1540 -~ 14 purisls
" " 1880 85 "
" " 18606 41 " -
it i 18?{) 5(} "
" i 3.880 iv ”
it ¥ 1{3}’%0 1.5 i
% 7 1900 14 1y
w i 1910 10 v
" " 1980 18 B

Y
Partial degsde - 1930 30 date 4 i



4 memorangum of burisle by degsdes end yeurs is bhased on this study

- nserted in the records of the Agspcistion.

of doyne Center Ceaet

hegoclietion June 16, L434.



