Hr, Asron Blank

Jesl snd Zalome Blanlk, good Perus.livaricn Dotobh stock
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worldd oo large Tewdily, four gone, Jonss, Herrison, Jecse ART QY. WoTe
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wall krown in this

5]

gegtion of Tllinels. These who lived, toiled znd
loved among you mrs held in tepder mewmQry Ly all,

7

dr. Aeron Blerlk was born Juns
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botter cne Jamary 30, 1914, o svpon of LiTe of nearly ainety one vecrs.

He gemg to IT1linole in 1840 epnd msrried Jiesn Lonlse Buarnep

@ Temained unbroken, seve Tor the death of & Jittile
tor sixty slx yesre. HNons of these yesrs was mppler than ithe elosing
cnese Thelr married life was spsnt in Wisconsin, IUwa snd Iilir

dre BFlank’s ninetieth birthduy was & Time of speciel rejoicing, four

e

renerations joining in the werriment of that gled day. Perhspe no ane
rregent hed guite the satigf setion over the event as 413 the frail wife
end the Asughter, Hrs. J. G. Ven Ness,

It ie not emsy to sum up the charsciteristics of ihis unobirupive

aen. Svme lines of the immortsl posm "The Villaze Dlackemith™ chace

throush oy mind g8 T think of Mr. Hlans:,

"Hig hadir i n oand bleel sud lonsz
Hin free 3 tan;

His brow i with honest swest -
He eserng wk GEIL .

snd looks
For he owes

WQRLu in Lhe Tuge
L EZET

Blani's emivent peod guelities was

EORBSTY.  He was honasat in speseh. Fever loynecious, brief
i what he had to say, his sincers words carrisd weight. "Bid saron
Blank s&y that 7 then 141 is true.”™ Wiz word was his bond wmid bond
enonghe

He wae honest in bhie deslings with men. His sctive veurs
receded the plunging, heciie, specnistive period From which we hove

ngt begun to emerge, I hops dbut had he Lived, the frensied hurrsh of



the Tast descade would nuci heve affeasted him. Doea zome one ouy "An

of

wnest pen e the noblest work of God." Well God Aces nol make uny

other kind., Mr. Blank gave God & chance to awike him honssgt end He 41d

ite. Hr. Blank weg honsst from preflerence.

He wus howest Lo hiis Toll.

Rw cholipe he wog g curpenter, & cebibel meXer; he svent geare in loarn-
ing hig trade. How oftan have T heard big condemmsiilon il uanon ths

chean, curslegs or worse, work of ingowpetent hande. ‘any buny the irede

spron, wick up hemmer snd zaw, ond sonoopcee theaseives ce D0llowsrs of

e An bhis wark.
Another charscteristie wag hie Tack of Love Tor Money.

Ye countad finzneisl esuccess of Littla importance. Nonsy wac ¢F no

0]

wlue gave &8 it eoniained the enswer of hnmen need, this and no more.
Were nig neigbbors rieh, there weg no snvy, they were welcowms to ils
cuTe., Le wag ne spendthrift, ssch dollar ansi do itz duty bul be souwe-~
WE felt‘fhmt by earning all he conld, opd using wisgely what he esurned,
ne time of cetuslwsnt would threuten hie hesrihe and he wees Tight.
Gvery need was met wntil thers wap ne more ecrthly need. He sloply re-
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nomoney worshivwer, He Flung monev shegkles fur afleld ond
d 3 ) .

Tived £

oy

e siuple trasting busy life.

Hig affegtionute digrosition wag rerel; nunifest--thal 1o in
words. DBut his thoughtful nind was elwsys vpleuning how 1o m&ke hiome
duties and tasks ecsier. His grandehildren were nluost idolined, and
Wie great grendehildren nol less Bo.

The writer of t

his unyretenticuns sketeh hed =0 opnoriunity

toetine through weny yesrs to study this man closely, and uarkesd



?,..J

appracliation of his character resulited Hever goaplaining, w

b

neertnl and grsteful the sesryg sred on in hepny cowmpenionshin.
In bermony with &11 the other chorscteristics of this cuist

noacssnalng 1ife was his reticence concerning hi

iz

religions convicitions

and bones.  Ho doubt of things divine ever escapsd his lips. Whe

the middle azed peovle here to-dny can ever Toreat the horae wnd busgy
5 i = af : R e
hadld mn howr early, thet halied Jupdeay siter Sundey, jewr »liere

verr uh the door of the chuareh 1n vayne wnd the fwo worshispers who went

in together to pry thelr vows in the Lordts HonseY fud now thoy huve

entared into That "Hougs Hapds™ 1o g0 no more outb,

Tt moy be only fanaoy but perbars ag {hey crogsed the threshold

-

2f thut Invisible Heme, youth was once wore thelrs wnd they soughtl zuns

zrecions pluce whera, surrounded by trusted friends o esurthlq» deye,

“hew could begin hegvenly house~Yeeping even eg they hed their home
n anrth, Why not? HMHemory is immortal. We know our wives awnd ¢hildren

here, shell we kpow less in heaven then we know on enrth? Ve sball hnow
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them there, Love ls deuthlese. The joy of Hig ¢hilldren is the suprems

0f 204,

sutiefaotion
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June 2, 1904,
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